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Saratoga poet Mary Lou Taylor recently completed a 10-day artist residency program at Montalvo Arts Center, 'It's a great environment to be creative in,'
said Taylor, who is finishing two projects she started there.

Taylor completes
artist residenq

I By SseNNoN Bumev

Jt's been more than 30 years
I since Mary Lou Taylor took her

Il irst poetry class al Montalvo
Arts Center. Since then. her love of
twords has taken her far, but it has
lalso brought her back to her roots.

another that she conceived of and
began while there.

The first project, a 7S-page
manuscript, is a book of original
poems called Finite Infinity. It will
be her second book of original po-
ems published. The other project
is a 28-page chapbook-a pocket-
sized booklet-with original poems
based on her travels throush Asia.

" l  jus t  love  wr i t ing .  I  wr i te  sev-
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Saratogapoet retffns to her Montalvo roots
The Saratoga poet, who first

heard of the class at Montalvo when
she saw an ad in the Saratoga News
in the late 1970s, recently finished
a 10-day artist residency at the cen-
ter. "Montalvo has been very good
to  me.  and i t ' s  a  g rea t  env i ronment
to be creative in," she said. "It's
l i ke  coming fu l l  c i rc le .  My career  in
poetry started there."

Taylor, who also served bn Mon-
talvo's board of trustees for several
years and has had many readings

there over the years, says she was
honored to be asked to participate
in the artist residency program.

"It was beautiful up there, and I
got a whole lot out of it," she said.
"Now ideas are coming to me all
the time. and I think a lot of it was
having that opportunity to go to
Montalvo."

Though her residency ended in
January, Taylor is busy finishing
two projects-one that she started
workine on while at Montalvo and
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eral ooems a week," she said'
Tavlor has alwals had a love

of wr{ting and a love of PoetrY.
Infact. ttrc firstbook she bought
with her very first PaYcheck was
a book of poetrY. A Treasury
of Great Poens, Engl'sh and
Amerb an by I-ntts UntermeYer,
which she still has to this daY.

The written word has alwaYs
played a big part in TaYlor's life.
Even when not writing hersell
she taught othen how imPortant
it was. After getting her degree
in Endish in 191 from San Jose
State-Univenity, she ended uP
at Monta Vista High School in
Clrpertino, where she taught
American literature, humanities,
short story, sPeech and debate
and basic oral communications
until 1980.

She then took a five-Year hia-
tr.rs to work for two San Francisco
artists, archiving their works. But

in 1985 she returned to the Pro-
fession, teaching writing at Fre-
montHighfthool.

Throughout the Yean, Poetry
was always a big love. She be-
came a board member of PoetrY
Center San Jose, serving two
terms as its president, and is crn-
rently on the Program commit-
tee at Montalvo and is a tru$tee
for the Center for LiterarY Ars
atSJSU.

"I was running all kinds of
competitions and doing all kinds
of srutr with poetry, but not
reallv writins," she said..fhen in 1W2. sh" decided it
was time to reallY delve into writ-
ins.. Her first book, Tfu Fringes
o f H o llvw o o d, chr orttcled her life
gowine up in I-s Angeles..- 

"lt wasatl about HollYwood
andthe celebrities I encountered
sowing up,'" she said. "There is
i poem about the time I was al
a fuCLn Pniot prom and Eliza-
beth Taylor danced right next
to me. Ava Gardner showed uP
at another dance when I was in
high school, and JudY Garland

bousht a Ctristrnas free stand
frori me. The fintbook is about
all those experiences."

After the first book was Pub-
lished, other works aPPeared in
the anthologies Cotton and Sqiit
n ztrX and The Call n zCf,F.
Along with the two books she is
currently working on. TaYlor is
also putting together an anthol-
ory of poems about HollYwood
fieures.

With several Prqiects in the
works, Taylor says she is excited
to get her poety out there for
the public to read.

"I hope they come with their
own interpretation, and I hoPe
they enjoy it because that's what
poetry is for---enjoYnent and
bringing out your emotions," she
said. "You can read detective
novels and they are ftrn and ftrll
of mystery, but there is alwaYs
mystery in poet Y, too. PeoPIe
iust have to not worry about
somebody else's interPretation
ar-rd jwtfindtheirown"
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Koi Story
The public can get a rare glimpse of some of the south Bay's most beautiful koi ponds

""J 
i"ui." g""dins at the i"""'ui Su"t" Clara Valley Koi and Watergarden Club's Pond

i;;;;;Uildior luly ri-trtir pond on Via Lomita in Monte Sereno is one of six that

fr t""irr"O on the tour. tft" oift." 
^ponds 

are in Los Gatos, Cupertinoand San Jose' The

*ff-grfO.a i""r runs from-9a.m. io a p.m. and is $15 for adults and $5 for leens' Children

iZ 
"iA 

onau" ure free. Tickets and pond locations are available online at www'sckoi'com

or call 408.227.43EE. Docents witt ue availalle at each location to give advice on-ponds

and fish, while owners.un f"oniO. insight into their ponds and the challenges they faced-

loifAirrgtft"-. The ponds 6ng" in tir"i"-om modestto very large. The club is a nonprofit

;igJi;?fi* thut -t"tt in vra-rctr, May' June' July and october at the American Legion

Hall in Willow Clen. proceeAs-from t#ponO'toui will help fund the club's operationg and

oiher activities such as scholarships and fish health research'
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